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The WHYS and HOWS of voltage regulators 

Continued on Page 3 

Reprinted from a 1949 Standard Motors Products, Inc brochure 

A  voltage regulator is on the car 
just for one purpose….to keep a 

normal generator battery system in 
balance. Yes, a normal system, a sys-
tem that has a good battery, a good 
generator, no loose or high resistance 
connections….a system that is 100% 
O.K. 

It gives the battery a high charge….a 
lot of juice – when the battery is low, 
it cuts down the charge as the battery 
gets filled up. 

THE VOLTAGE REGULATOR CONSISTS 
OF 3 UNITS: 

The Cutout….that’s the one on the 
end with a heavy winding. 

The Voltage Control….that’s the one 
on the other end without a heavy 
winding. 

The Current Control….that’s always in 
the middle. 

THE CUTOUT: 

Just an automatic switch…has nothing 
to do with actual voltage regulation. 
It’s there to connect and disconnect 
the generator and the battery to and 
from each other at the proper time. 

It works like this: 

The generator creates all the electri-
cal energy available in the car system. 
It creates energy only while it is rotat-
ed by the engine above a certain 
speed. When the engine idles or is 
shut off, the generator is dead….it 
produces nothing. 

The battery just stores electrical ener-
gy furnished by the generator, to be 
used when the generator is not in 
operation. 

When the generator operates, its 
voltage is usually about 7-1/2 volts. 

When the generator is idle, its voltage 
is to be considered zero (0), (actually 
about 2 volts). Current always flows 
from a higher voltage to a point of 
lower voltage – just as water flows 
from a higher level to a lower level. 

When the generator operates at 7-
1/2 volts, it will send current into the 
6-volt battery…this is as it should be. 
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From The President: 

Minutes of General Meeting 

Continued on Page 6 

T he weather has definitely turned 
and what better way to celebrate 

than to go on a tour in an early Ford 
V8.  We went on the Black Bart Tour 
along with RG27 members in about 
eleven cars.  It was the first time Patty 
and I have gone on this tour.  It’s a nice 
time of year in the Sierra foothills and 
we had gorgeous weather for touring.  
The countryside was green and spring 
flowers covered hillsides as we cruised 
along from small town to small town.  
The highlight of the tour for me was 
the tour of the Knight Foundry in 
Sutter Creek, which is also a machine 
shop.  It was established in 1873 to 
manufacture parts for the mining in-
dustry and operated until 1996.  It is 
now a museum and teaching facility. 

One of the unusual things about the 
extensive machine shop is that it was 
powered by water using what are 
known as water motors.  In fact, in 
addition to casting pulleys, gear cogs, 

street light bases and other iron parts, 
water wheels and water motors were 
one of the primary products of the 
Foundry.  The docents operated sever-
al of the machines for us and demon-
strated how casting was done.  The 
latter especially interested me because 
one of my grandfathers was a molder 
at a small foundry. 

Our next tour is Burney Falls, another 
great tour.  Tom Johnston always has 
an interesting destination planned for 
that tour.  If you haven’t signed up for 
that tour, contact him. 

Another good event is just around the 
corner:  our Swap Meet.  Most of you 
have already signed up.  (And, if you 
haven’t, show up at the May meeting 
and do so.)  Aside from the fact that 
it’s the primary fund-raiser for our 
club, it’s a fun event.  You just might 
find that part you’ve been searching 
for and, perhaps, something you didn’t 
even know you needed.  For sure, 
you’ll find coffee, doughnuts and the 
best pies in the area. 

See you at the May meeting. 

 

John Girman 

Tuesday April 10, 2018 

It was a free pizza night. 

The Meeting was called to order at 7:00 
pm by President John Girman. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was observed. 

The Minutes of Meeting:  The minutes 
from the March meeting were ap-
proved as reported in the last news-
letter.  

Members in attendance tonight:   75 

Treasurer’s Report:  Brian Clary pre-
sented the monthly treasurer’s report. 

New Members and Guests:  George 
Rawson attended tonight’s meeting 
with his caregiver Vannie.  He received 

an ovation when he entered the room.  
John Girman acknowledged how much 
Eileen will be missed.  John also an-
nounced that Julie McClain will be the 
acting Secretary for the General 
meetings and Charlene Trabucco will be 
the acting Secretary for the Board 
meetings.  Barb Haen will fill in when 
needed. 

Birthdays:  April birthdays were cele-
brated.  Congratulations to Kim Wil-
liams for winning the prize. 

Old Business:  

Swap Meet:  The Swap meet is on Sun-
day May 20th.  Dave Peterson recog-
nized his crew of helpers for the swap 
meet.  He also expressed the im-

portance of the swap meet, which pays 
for the Christmas Brunch, free pizza 
night and tours.  A sign-up sheet was 
passed around to help with parking, set-
up and clean-up.   Mike Buegeleisen 
asked for volunteers to pass out flyers 
and posters to a variety of locations 
around the area and social media.  Car-
ol Rasmussen also passed around a sign
-up sheet for the food court.  It is im-
portant to bring 2 pies to the swap 
meet.  We will be raising some of the 
prices at the food court this year.   

Club Clothing: Mike Buegeleisen will be 
putting in a new order this week.  
Please contact him if you would like to 
order something.  There was a problem 
with the new logo on the last order, so 
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Voltage Regulator, continued from Page 1 

Continued on Page 6 

May 01     Merle Winton 

May 03     Gina Crackbon 

May 04     Barbara Owens 

May 05     Jim Abate 

May 07     Patty Girman 

May 10     Barbara McFarland                     

May 14     Al Lawson 

May 11     Todd Walling 

May 13     Paul Cocoles 

May 13     Tim Repp 

May 15     Helen De Carlo 

May 17     Michelle Cambra 

May 19     Julie McClain 

May 22     Dave Trabucco 

May 24     Marilyn Boese 

May 24     Yvonne Westberg                        

May 24     Pam Johnston            

May 26     Kathy Cahill   

May 26     Lynn Mattos 

For Sale 
New Pendleton Blanket with Ford Club Logo 

These were sold at the Mt. Hood Western National Meet in 1971.  
Beautiful Ford Blue with white club logo, $100 or Offer 

Call Ted Carpenter—707 252 1932 

When the generator is idle, the 6 volt 
battery would try to send current 
through the 0 volt generator. This 
would discharge the battery and prob-
ably burn out the generator….and we 
don’t want that to happen. 

So –  

(A) We must arrange to connect 
the generator to the battery 
when the generator operates. 

(B) We must separate the genera-
tor from the battery when the 
generator is idle. 

The Cutout does it this way: 

The generator operates….sends cur-
rent through the winding of the cut-
out….the winding becomes an electro-
magnet….attracts the armature….this 
closes the two points….current now 
flows from the generator to the 
battery. 

You stop or idle the engine….the gen-
erator dies….sends no more current to 
the winding….the armature is not 
attracted anymore….the points 
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For More Information Contact Rick Tamagno at 707-539-2876 

Regional Events Calendar 

May 

5 Swap Meet  - Golden Gate RG #1, 2151 Ferry Point, 

 Alameda, Ca. Info—Mark Strohecker-510-432-1532 or 

 stroh32@hotmail.com 

8  R.E.R.G. Monthly Meeting – Round Table Pizza  

18-19 American Graffiti—Petaluma 

20  Swap Meet at Petaluma Fairgrounds, Redwood  
 Empire R.G. 

24-27 Burney Falls Tour, Redwood Empire R.G. – Johnston 

26  Car Show and Cruise-In-Sebastopol. info at  

 sebastopolseniorcenter.org 

June 

2 Downtown Lincoln Car Show—Lincoln, Ca    info—916-

 408-1950 

3 Swap Meet at Gold Country Fairgrounds—Auburn, 

 Ca—916-599-0059 

5 R.E.R.G. Board Meeting – Barker’s 

12 R.E.R.G. Monthly Meeting – Round Table Pizza 

16 Fort Bragg Car Show—North Coast Rodders-

 Downtown Fort Bragg 

17  Julliard Park Car Show 

July 

15 Skip Long Memorial Car Show—Yountville Golf Course 

10 R.E.R.G. Monthly Meeting – Round Table Pizza  

21 3rd Annual Cabernet Cruise. Calistoga Fair-
 grounds. 916-770-7004—Autos For Alzheimer’s Benefit 

22 Swap Meet-Santa Rosa Vets Building—Corvettes 
 of Sonoma County  707-303-0782 

27-29 Fortuna Auto Xpo – Fortuna 

29  Devil’s Darlins Car Show. Veterans Building—
 Sonoma, Ca. Pre-Registration by July 13  

 DevilsDarlinsCarShow@gmail.com 

    CARS AND CAFFEINE SUNDAYS                                                  

1st  Novato—Vintage Oaks Shopping Center 

2nd Santa Rosa—Coddingtown by Starbucks 
3rd Petaluma—Washington Square Shopping 
 Center (South) 

4th Rohnert Park—Starbucks near Target 

Friday Night Cruise-in—Big Boys Buns and Burgers—
Larkfield Shopping Center. May through September. 5-
8pm 

V8 Events Calendar 

May 

5 Swap Meet, Golden Gate R.G. -  

20 Swap Meet at Petaluma Fairgrounds, Red-
 wood Empire R.G. 

24-27 Burney Falls Tour, Redwood Empire R.G.  

June 

11-15 GRAND NATIONAL MEET—www.efv8.org—
 Dearborn, Michigan 

July 

1 V-8 Picnic – Redwood Empire RG - Williams, 
 Todd—Forestville 

15 Skip Long Memorial Car Show – Theresa 
 Long—707-244-0238 

August  

26-28 Welcome to Montana Fall 2018 National Driv-
 ing Tour—See National Website for details 
 www.efv8.org 

October 

5-7 Miranda Gardens Tour - Trabucco 

November 

4  Bean Bash at Beresford Park, San Mateo, Gold-
 en Gate R.G. 

TBD Turkey Trot Breakfast  
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Minutes, continued from Page 2 

 Stay Tuned for the Next Thrilling Episode, 

To Be Continued….  

we are getting a discount on the new 
order which will be applied retroac-
tively to the last order. 

New Business:  

There is a build-up of the raffle pro-
ceeds for the scholarship fund and the 
Board has decided to disperse $300.00 
to Maria Carrillo and Healdsburg auto 
shop departments respectively. 

Mike Buegeleisen made a “last call” 
for those individuals who haven’t paid 
their dues to do so.  Let him know if 
there are any changes to your address 
or phone number. You will not be in-
cluded in the roster if your dues are 
not current.  The roster will be put out 
every 2 years and the by-laws will be 
removed. 

Mike Buegeleisen also talked about 
name tags.  He will handle that after 
the clothing order is taken care of. 

Tours and Events:  Rick Tamangno 
reviewed upcoming events.  See your 
newsletter for a complete listing.  Tom 
Johnston says everything is going 
great for the Burney Tour and he still 
has a couple of openings.   

Hard Luck:  Jerry Mattos had a hard 
luck story this month.  The hood on 
his Mercury flew up when he was go-
ing 60 miles/hour.  Luckily, no one was 
hurt.  He is now looking for a new 
hood and hood hinges. Charlie Rem-
sen also had some hard luck.  He lost a 
rod bearing during his evacuation 
from the October wildfires. 

Tech tips:  Frank Wheeler told us 
about Filler Neck Supply Company 
which specializes in fuel filler necks 
and hoses. Mike Buegeleisen reported 
about new steering column bushings 
and bearings.  

Club Cars Driven to the Meeting:  5 
Club cars were driven to the meeting 
tonight.  Lon Wiley had the lucky raffle 
ticket. 

Membership Attendance Drawing:  
Jerry Mattos was in attendance to-
night and won $30 which he donated 
to the Scholarship fund. 

Carol’s Carload of Fun:  Tonight we 
all got to pretend we were Swap 
Meet Spaces.  Jeanne Abate won a 
swap meet lunch coupon.   

Scholarship Raffle: Members raised 
$176.00 tonight!! 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:07. 

Minutes submitted by Julie McClain, 
interim Club Secretary. 

open….the connection is broken….no 
current can flow from the battery to 
the generator. 

That’s all there is to the cutout….there 
just isn’t any more. 

 

THE VOLTAGE CONTROL 

That’s the unit that does most of the 
work….keeps the battery charged but 
not overcharged. It’s also a kind of 
switch: it switches the resistances in 
and out of the generator field. 

The generator field is really a magnet. 
When an electrical conductor, a wire, is 
moved through a magnetic field, elec-
trical current is produced in the con-
ductor. The stronger the magnet the 
more current in the wire and vice ver-
sa. 

That’s your generator. 

The magnet is the field coil….the wire is 
the armature…just a bundle of wires 

connected together in a certain man-
ner. 

So: When we want to send a lot of cur-
rent to the battery, we make the field 
coil stronger and vice versa. 

How? – Resistance! – You know how it 
is: Put resistance into an electrical cir-
cuit and you cut down the current in 
it….cut out the resistance and you in-
crease the current. Just what the doc-
tor ordered for the voltage regulator. 
Here is the prescription: 

Take one generator armature…. con-
nect it to the battery and also to a mag-
netic winding. Add one armature over 
the winding with a contact at one end 
and a spring on the other end….the 
spring tries to pull the armature up, 
away from the winding…the winding, 
when it gets enough current, will try to 
pull the armature down, against the 
pull of the spring. 

When the armature is up, its contact 
closes against a mating contact above 
it – when the armature is down, the 
contacts are open. Now add one set of 
generator field coils. To operate, the 
field coils must be provided with a path 
to ground. We will provide the path 
but in our own way. 

Voltage Regulators, continued from Page  3 
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2018 Officers  

 President: John Girman (707) 992-0730 

 Vice President: Bill Crackbon (707) 538-4227 

 Secretary: Julie McLain/Charlene Trabucco (707) 575-3504 

 Treasurer: Brian Clary (707) 528-3626 

 

Committee Members 

 Tour Coordinator: Rick Tamagno (707) 539-2876 

 Swap Meet Chairman: Dave Peterson (707) 527-9183 

 Historian: Wayne Taylor/Mike Buegeleisen (707) 255-1571 

 Sunshine Lady: Pam Johnston (707) 255-1230 

 Newsletter Editor: John Thompson (707) 318-3520 

 Roster: Mike Buegeleisen (707) 217-8751 

 Club Clothing: Mike Buegeleisen (707) 575-3504 

 

Board Members 

Charlene Trabucco, Steve McClain, Rick Tamagno, Sterling Cousins, Richard DeCroff, Ron 
Mollo, John Girman, Brian Clary, Bill Crackbon 

All Members are invited to attend the Board Meetings; call any of the above Board Mem-
bers for dates, time and meeting place. 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION        

The membership dues to REDWOOD EMPIRE REGIONAL GROUP #27 are $20.00 per year (single or couple). You may sign up at a 
meeting or mail in your application (with a check) to the address on the form below. 

(You are required to be a member of the national Early Ford V8 Club, for membership information refer to : www.earlyfordv8club.org) 

 RERG #27 MEMBERSHIP FORM      (mail to RERG #27 P.O. Box 3302, Santa Rosa, CA 95402) 

NAME_____________________________________________________ Your Birth Date: Month_________ Day ____________ 

 

SPOUSE ___________________________________________________Spouse Birth Date: Month_________ Day ___________ 

 

Address _____________________________________________City ______________________State ____ Zip ______________  

 

Phone __________________Cell Ph #_________________E Mail   ___________________________ 

Early Ford V8’S You Own   (Give Year, Model, Body Style and Engine Type)      

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(Attach additional sheets with V8 information as needed) 

 

Redwood Empire Regional Group #27 

Specialty Supplier of Engine 
Parts for Flathead Ford V8 

including V8-60 

info@reds-vintage-parts.com 

707-964-3230—Fort Bragg, CA 

Red Hamilton 



John Thompson, Editor 
The Redwood Review 

478 Woodley Place 
Santa Rosa, Ca 95409 

REDWOOD EMPIRE RG # 27 IN SONOMA, MARIN & NAPA COUNTIES, MAY 2018 
Meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of every month at 7 PM at Round Table Pizza- Exit  Hwy 12 & Stony Point Road to  

2065 Occidental Road, Santa Rosa. All interested V8-ers are invited to attend! This newsletter is a monthly publication of Redwood Empire  
RG # 27 of the Early Ford V8 Club of America. Other Regional Groups may reprint material, provided proper credit is given. 

So Cal Speed Shop Open House, June 2011. The Jimmy Shine pickup/Photo: Ed. 


